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SUBJECT :NEW YORK TIMES STORY JANUARY 31 

REF: TEL AVIV 1453 

1 . THE RESTON ARTICLE ASIDE, WE HAVE LOOKED CAREFULLY AT 
THE NEW YORK TIMES JANUARY 31 TERRENCE SMITH STORY. ALMOST 
ALL OF IT SEEMS TO US AN EXERCISE OF A REPORTER S USING 
LOGIC TO CONNECT PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS WITH 
WHAT IS ALREADY IN PUBLIC DOMAIN. AS NEARLY AS WE CAN TELL, 

THE ONLY NEW ITEM WAS REFERENCE TO DISAGREEMENT AS TO 
WHETHER DAYAN COMMITMENT WAS FOR MONTHS OR A YEAR, AND EVEN 
THAT IS ARGUABLE (SEE MARCUS STORY IN JAN. 10 HAHARETZ). 

WE DO NOT WANT TO GET INTO ARGUMENTS WITH GOI AS TO WHERE 
MOST LEAKS OCCUR BUT IT SEEMS TO US THIS ONE ITEM OF 
APPARENTLY LEAKED INFORMATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A DELUGE. 

IT MAY BE UNFORTUNATE, BUT IT IS NOT AN UNUSUAL INCIDENT IN 
THE PATTERN OF LEAKS WHICH NEITHER WE NOR GOI HAS HAD MUCH 
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SUCCESS IN PREVENTING. IN OTHER WORDS, IT DOES NOT SEEM 
GROUNDS FOR FEARING AN "ORCHESTRATED CAMPAIGN”. 

2. WE REALIZE THIS MAY NOT BE OF MUCH HELP TO YOU BUT YOU 
ARE FREE TO USE IT WITH EVRON TO THE EXTENT YOU THINK IT 
WILL HELP PUT THE MATTER IN PERSPECTIVE. VANCE 
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